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Who We Are

Established in September of 2010 by Caleb Ames & Elizabeth Ames.

We are a traveling theatre company. Who are comprised of actors,

actresses, writers, producers, musicians, designers, artists, engineers,
and directors that want to glorify *G-d in the performing arts.

* (It is written this way because it is Jewish custom not to write G-d’s name
anywhere that can be erased or discarded. This is out of respect.)

Our Mission

To bring G-d glory through growing the creativity, understanding, and
maturity of ours members while creating and producing professional
quality shows that will engage, teach, and propel.

Production Team

Producing Director - Caleb Ames
Director of Administration - Sarah Whiteside
Community Coordinator - Penny Moncrief
Lights, Sound, & Set Engineer - Zachary Ames

eagletreeproductions @gmail.com

www.eagletreeproductions.com
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The Story of Esther

Based on the Book of Esther

Written & Directed by Caleb Ames

2024 Edit by Caleb Ames, Grace Hicks, & Sarah Whiteside
2010 Original Script with input by Elizabeth Ames & Zachary Ames
Adapted from a 2006 skit written by Josh Galiley

First performed 2011 at Beit Shalom, Utica, NY

Synopsis

Inspired by the timeless Biblical narrative, this charming comedic play follows a group
of children and their grandfather as they journey into the world of Esther.Witness
her remarkable rise to power and the courageous moment she risks everything to

save her people.

Writer/Director’s Note

In 2010 | was a part of a youth group at Beit Shalom and we had put on an Esther skit every year for Purim.
This year my brother and cousin were in charge of it and wanted to mix it up. So | offered to help, little bit
did | know that when | did that it would send me on this journey of running a theater company. So | took

the previous well loved script by Josh Galiley, the outline by Elizabeth Ames and Zachary Ames, and the Bible
and wrote the production. Learned | had a nack for writing scripts even though in high school English was my
worst subject. Now this production that you will see today is multiple years of rewrites and edits. It was per-
formed for three years in a row on Purim each year getting better and better with storytelling and costumes.
| learned a lot over those years with directing as well which then lead to more productions and writing more
scripts learning new things every time. | am thankful that we had a place to try new things, experiment, and
be able to put on productions. So for me For Such a Time:The Story of Esther is my first baby and now it is all
grown up.With the amazing largest variety of ages cast it has ever had, on the biggest stage, and with its best
set and costumes yet, we are excited to present this to you today. Now don’t take my word see for yourself.

This cast of actors have been both rewarding and a new set of challenges. From ages 7 to 70 and from no
stage experience to more experience cast members, it has been great to see how they have all bonded. It has
been rewarding to see each one step into their characters and have to try new things like accents to playing

a more complicated “bad” character.They have worked really hard and many hours to bring you this retelling
of the amazing Biblical story of Esther. | am thankful to all of them for coming on this journey and trusting me
to direct them. | have enjoyed it all from having to wrangle the kids to them making decisions on stage that
made me burst out laughing. It has been an honor and blessing working with this cast. Special thank you to the
parents for bring all the young people to all the rehearsals.

We pray that when you leave from this performance that you will have learned something new, been reignited
in what G-d has called you to do, and come away with a laughter and joy in your heart.

Thank you for coming and enjoy! - Cateb Ttnes
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Scene | - Grandpa’s Story
Grandpa Nick, Elizabeth, Matt, Xander, Evan, Hilary, Zoey, Mordecai

Scene 2 - The Queen’s Demise
King Xerxes, Eves |, Haman, Memucan, Eves 2, Bigthana, Teresh, Rahim,
Amin, Grandpa Nick, Evan, Elizabeth, Matt, Xander, Hilary, Zoey

Scene 3 - An Established Plan
King Xerxes, Eves 2, Eves |, Memucan, Xander, Grandpa Nick, Matt, Evan,
Elizabeth, Hilary, Zoey

Scene 4 - Growing Up
Mordecai, Matt, Grandpa Nick, Evan, Esther, Dara, Rahim, Nadira, Lela, Ex-
tras, Elizabeth, Zoey, Xander, Matt, Hilary

Scene 5 - A Girl’s Dream
Dara, Esther, Nadira, Lela,Hegai, Grandpa Nick, Elizabeth, Zoey, Xander,
Elizabeth, Matt, Evan,Hilary, Zoey

Scene 6 - The Choice
Hegai, Dara, Nadira, Lela, Esther, Elizabeth, Matt, Zoey, Xander, Hilary,
Grandpa Nick, Evan

Scene 8 - A Star is Placed
King Xerxes, Nadira, Eves |, Eves 2, Esther, Xander, Grandpa Nick, Evan,
Matt, Hilary, Elizabeth, Zoey

Scene 8 - Sunshine and Roses
Bigthana, Teresh, Haman, Zeresh, Mordecai, Esther, Eves |, Eves 2, Grandpa
Nick, Xander, Elizabeth, Matt, Evan, Hilary, Zoey

=Intermission-
I5min
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Scene | - A Reigning Defiance
Grandpa Nick, Evan, Hilary, Haman, Amin, Rahim, Mordecai, Extras,
Zoey, Elizabeth, Matt, Xander

Scene 2 - The Distressed Plea
Mordecai, Evan, Amin, Rahim, Extras

Scene 3 - An Act of Petition
Evan, Matt, Mordecai, Grandpa Nick, Elizabeth, Xander, Dara, Esther,
Lela, King Xerxes, Eves |, Eves 2, Amin, Rahim, Extra

Scene 4 - A Plan that Kills

Mordecai, Haman, Zeresh, Amin, Zoey, Hilary

Scene 5 - A Sleepy Praise
King Xerxes, Eves |, Eves 2, Grandpa Nick, Xander, Evan, Haman

Scene 6 - Mumbles in the Midst of Praise
Xander, Evan, Grandpa Nick, Matt, Elizabeth, Haman, Hilary, Zoey,
Mordecai, Extras, Zeresh, Amin

Scene 7 - Job Opening
Grandpa Nick, Elizabeth, Matt, Xander, Evan, Hilary, Zoey, King Xerx-
es, Esther, Haman, Eves |, Eves 2, Mordecai

Scene 8 - For Such a Time
Grandpa Nick, Elizabeth, Matt, Xander, Evan, Hilary, Zoey
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In order of appearance
Elizabeth - Gia Ames
Grandpa Nick - Daniel Goewey
Matt - Nicolas Sweeney
Xander - William Evatt
Evan - Micah Evatt
Hilary - Sara Sweeney
Zoey - Eleanor Kotary
Mordecai - Gregory Ames
King Xerxes - Aaron Oxenford
Rahim - Alex Teachout
Haman - Samuel Oxenford
Eves | - Gracelyn Ames
Memucan - Isabella Bangs
Eves 2 - Noah Evatt
Bigthana - Penny Moncrief
Teresh - Hannah Bangs
Amin - Lucas Sweeney
Esther - Lillian Nashold
Dara - Hannah Sweeney
Nadira - Hannah Teachout
Lela - Holly Teachout
Hegai - Jeff Evatt
Zeresh - Rachel Carswell
Extras - Caleb Ames, Abby Teachout, Jammie Teachout

Lighting - Lance Marci
Sound - Nathan Ames
Makeup - Sheree Ames & Cast
Costume Seamstress - Hannah Sweeney
Set - Caleb Ames & Zachary Ames
Trumpet - Jeff Evatt
Spotlights - Jason Nashold, Zachary Ames
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Theater Etiquette

Please remove hats from heads. This allows people sitting behind
you to have an unobstructed view.

Turn Off your cell phone and/or pager. Texting or talking
during the performance is rude and impolite. We ask everyone to turn off or

put on airplane mode their cell phones, as it creates disturbances with mics and
audio equibment.

No flash photography. It is a distraction to performers and audience.
Stay seated until lights go up. \We ask that you do not get up
during the performance unless for an emergency.

Audience participation. We enjoy when the audience participates.
There may be times to cry, laugh, clap, and even sing, so be our guests and join in.
Enjoy the production!!

Who’s Who

Caleb Ames (Director, Extra)

Caleb is the Producing Director for EagleTree Productions. He is excited to

be directing the first show he ever wrote |5 years later. He has directed other
known works like Screwtape by James Forsyth, The Chosen by Chaim Potok

as well as original works like Chasing Annie and The Promise:The Story of Tamar.
Working with such a big cast and variety of ages has been the biggest learning
curve. Being able to work with family has meant a lot to him. He prays that G-d
will bless everyone that comes to see this production.

Gia Ames (Elizabeth)

Gia has done a musical called “The Prince of Peace:A Christmas Story”
with EagleTree and has done a dance recital. She is turning 8 in June.
What she likes about this play is that she gets to experience new things
and people. She loves her part of Elizabeth because she is the echo of
Esther. She thank everyone for watching the play and hopes they enjoy!

Gracelyn Ames (Eves 1)

Gracelyn has danced for 4 years and is in choir, band and
orchestra. She participated in “The Prince of Peace:A Christmas
Story”with EagleTree as Shepherd and Wiseman. She is enjoy-
ing playing the part of Eves because it has humorous parts and
scenes that she get to play.

6




16

Gregory Ames (Mordecai)

This is Greg’s first time on stage. He is enjoying the challenge of being someone that
is not him. His hopes are that you are able to see Jesus in this production and the
battle of good and evil and the reward of each. He is the son of a farmer, a father of 4
boys, a grandfather of 8 children. He grew up through the church and received Christ
at the age of | |. Music has been a big part of his life, singing and playing. He had the
honor to be married to a beautiful G-d-fearing lady for 39 /2 years, who is now in
Heaven.

Isabella Bangs (Memucan, Extra)

Isabella has been in high school shows and other community
shows. She is enjoying the acting and being in a show with her
sister, Hannah. She loves fruit.

Hannah Bangs (Teresh, Extra)

Hannah grew up involved in Theatre and Dance for as long as she can
remember. She graduated from SUNY Oswego in 2024 alongside her
stuffed manatee, Barbra, with a BA in Theatre and Linguistics. Most
recently she has been enjoying participating in community theatre and
is enjoying meeting so many new people during this show.

Rachel Carswell (Zeresh)

Rachel is a student at Mohawk Valley Community College with a

passion for music, singing, science, creativity,and community. Originally
from Florida, she brings warmth, curiosity and dedication to everything
she does. Rachel enjoys exploring both academic and artistic pursuits,
collaborating with others, and is grateful to be part of this production.

Jeff Evatt (Hegai)

Jeff has been in band and choir in high school and is a current
member of the Crosspoint Worship Team. His hope for the
performance is that folks enjoy the light humor and see the power
that God can wield even in the most unexpected people and places.
He enjoys being a father, motorcycle riding, and biking.

Micah Evatt (Evan)

This is Micah’s first experience in the arts. He is enjoying making
people laugh and hopes the performance is great. When he’s
not practicing for the play, he loves to read.When he grows up,
he wants to be a biologist.
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Noah Evatt (Eves 2)

Noah has been in three school plays before this performance.
He loves how the Esther play turns into a family comedy. When
he is older, he plans on becoming a missionary.

William Evatt (Xander)

This is William’s first experience in performing arts. What he enjoys
about taking part in Esther is the line where he says,“Hold it right
there — | gotta pee!” When he’s not rehearsing for the play, he enjoys
pranking Micah. When he grows up, he wants to be a scientist.

Dan Goewey (Grandpa Nick)

Dan'’s first time on stage was 5th or 6th grade, a Glee Club performance of “I'm

Gettin’ Married in the Mornin’”. Since 2004, he had a bit part in “Sound of Music”, and a
non-speaking part in the opening scene of “The Game’s Afoot” in Barneveld. For

about 22 years he has been a pastor of a church in lllinois and two churches in Central
New York. He has been married for nearly 35 years to the award-winning actress, Lor-
raine Goewey. They have two adult children and their spouses and two grandchildren.

Eleanor Kotary (Zoey)

Eleanor loves all people, animals and insects...she has the kindest heart
with thinking of others before herself. Insects are her favorite, especially
spiders! She loves to do all the flips, splits and cartwheels, like gymnasts.
She loves to entertain and perform for all people and putting a smile

on everyone’s face. She especially loves Jesus, and to help others learn
about Him.

Penny Moncrief (Directors Assistant, Bigthana, Extra)

This is Penny’s first time on stage as she is usually behind the scenes. She is
having a blast playing opposite Teresh and has had a lot of fun just filling in
where needed at rehearsals. Penny enjoys composing scripts and music and
seeing G-d’s stories come alive. She feels blessed to have connected with
EagleTree Productions this past year and looks forward to seeing what G-d
has in store for all of us.

Lillian Nashold (Esther)

Lillian is delighted to participate in “For Such a Time:The Story of Esther”. Lily is in her junior
year of high school and has been acting for 4 years in a variety of productions. Most
recently, she played Miss Sherman in “Fame, Jr.’; she portrayed Mother in “The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever”,and is currently Dorothy in an upcoming production of “The Wizard
of 0z”. When not acting, Lily spends her time in the studio dancing, and she also loves to
sing and play the piano. Lily would like to express her gratitude to her family for all their
love and support over the years, and her father for bringing her to all her rehearsals.
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Aaron Oxenford (King Xerxes)

Aaron was in several home school plays growing up. He is looking forward
to playing his character. It has been fun to really get into the character and
to do his best at it. He hopes the audience thinks the play is funny and they
realize G-d has them right where He wants them in life. He enjoys
computers, biking, Lego’s and camping. He works at Jess Born’s Puzzle Box
Shop (jessborn.com) and went to Word of Life Bible Institute for school.

Samuel Oxenford (Haman)

Samuel’s first time acting was with the LEAH home-school group.
The most memorable part he played was the lion in the “Wizard of
Oz”. He is enjoying the opportunity to be in this play because he
gets to express myself in a different way than he is used to. Some
of his hobbies are amateur radio, chess, and short story writing.

Hannah Sweeney (Dara)

Hannah is pleased to present the role of Dara to the audience in “For Such a Time:
The Story of Esther”. She is an energetic 10th grade home-schooler who loves
being in drama and musicals. Her latest appearance on stage was in Disney’s musical
“Dare to Dream” at Poland Central School in March. “For Such a Time” practices have
been very enjoyable and she already knew most of the cast so that made it even
more fun. She hopes the audience will leave their seats feeling very jolly.

Lucas Sweeney (Amin)

“For Such aTime” is a very exciting new style for Lucas. Although
he has been in many productions before, this is his first time acting
as an evil informer. He hopes you will enjoy the comedy and acting
talents that his friends and he will accommodate. He is very excited
and nervous to bring to action this historical event.

Nicholas Sweeney (Matt)

Nicholas has really loved doing drama productions. This is only his 2nd production at
Crosspoint and so far, he’s enjoying it. Last time with the “Passion of Christ” play, he happi-
ly played as a young villager. After he auditioned for this production, he received the part
of Matt. He enjoys his part and is looking forward to each show. He would like to give
his Mom and Dad a special thanks for transporting him and his three siblings (Hannah, Lu-
cas and Sara) back and forth from drama practices. He enjoys being part of productions
and loves being included. He asks that you sit back and enjoy the show!!!

Sara Sweeney (Hilary)

This is Sara’s fourth performance. She has been a dragon inVBS, shepherd
during the Christmas pageant and a villager during the “Passion of Christ”. She

is also learning puppetry. Sara plays the part of Hilary, who is a brat and an
unenthused gamer. This is her first time needing a microphone. She also wants
to give a big thank you to her mom, dad and siblings for helping her. She thanks
you for joining us and hopes you enjoy the show!
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Abby Teachout (Extra)

Abby has performed onstage for 2 years with her karate demo team. She
was in “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” as Alice’s little sister last Christmas.
Abby is enjoying being with everyone and making new friends. She hopes
everyone does well and the audience loves the show! Abby loves reading
the Bible and learning about God. She enjoys watching Veggie Tales with her
mom.Abby would someday love to work with animals, especially foxes.

Alex Teachout (Rahim)

Alex’s past experience “Grammarland” for Classical Christian
Academy and “The Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever” at
Crosspoint Academy. He is enjoying his part in this production
because it seems more professional than anything he has done
before. He plays guitar and video games.

Hannah Teachout (Nadira)

Hannah was in a Christmas play called “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” in December 2025.
Most of her stage experience was at Bailey’s Karate Spectacular Performances. She has also
done a few Grammar Land plays at Crosspoint Church with Classical Christian Academy.
She enjoys getting to learn my character, and acting goofy with all the friends in the play
with me. She likes to be creative and try new things especially when it comes to acting. She’s
been in karate for 10 years and enjoys performing karate on stage with her brother, Alex.
She is glad to do such a great play with her friends, new friends and her family.

Holly Teachout (Lela)

Holly is very excited to be in “For Such a Time:The Story of Esther”. She
hasn’t been in many big plays; she’s only done small ones throughout my
life. The last play she was in was “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”. She
got one of the main roles “Alice” (who is like a snotty and conceited
little girl). She is excited to be a part in this play because it sounds like
fun. She hopes can remember her lines.

Jammie Teachout (Extra)

Many years ago in high school, Jammie enjoyed participating in the musical “Anything
Goes” as the Purser;and in “Camelot” as the Court Jester (added role) and in the choir.
She is really enjoying being a part of Esther and hopes to be able to participate more in
the future. She’s excited to be a part of this performance and share the experience with
her kids! She hopes the audience loves the show! They are having a great time and are
making a lot of new friends. She enjoys spending time with her family and being a part of
all the adventures her kids are still willing to share with her!

|

ONnors

Caleb Ames Casey & Grace Hicks One time Donors
Zachary Ames Steve & Penny Moncrief ~ from previous
Sandra Gwodz Jack & Sarah Whiteside productions.
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Special Thanks To Our Host

Crosspoint> Crosspointchurchonline.org
h

Churc

Support them as they continue to minister to their community.

Upcoming 2026

and their own writing, students will develop a performance showcasing
the skills they develop throughout the week!

This engaging experience will be a great introduction into theater
Sbtmmer performance and production. Through published works, improvisation,

a 4 For ages 8-17
August 3rd - 7th
l’leatCY Performance August 8th at 2pm

Register Online

An original comedic musical
telling of Archangel Gabriel as he
is tasked with the coming of the

Messiah, Jesus.

Music & Lyrics written by Penny Moncrief

Coming this Winter

Support Us

Follow us on Putting on a production like Esther is no small feat. Each show
requires a significant investment of time, effort, and resources, D
Facebook. and we are incredibly grateful to our donors whose continued onate

E support makes it possible for us to keep offering productions EE‘: B E

like these free to our community.
We are also proud to be a non—pay-to-play company, which
means our actors never have to pay to participate in our

main-stage productions.We are passionate about continuing to
provide these opportunities and experiences for our community, E
= so please consider making a donation either at the door before

you leave or through our website.
Every contribution, no matter the size, truly makes a difference!

I&> www.eagletreeproductions.com



